
 

 
 

 Starring Sally J. Freedman as Herself by Judy Blume (Or ANY Judy Blume Book!) 
A Jewish girl from New Jersey spends a year growing up in Florida just after the close of 
World War II. Her daydreams mix with her increasingly shrewd observations about 
herself, her friends, and family. 
 
All of a Kind Family (and the whole series- Rabbi Lisa’s pick!) 
A poor immigrant family living in New York's lower east side on the eve of World War I. 
Life is rich for the five mischievous girls in the family. They find adventure in visiting the 
library, going to market with Mama, even dusting the front room.  
 
Dave at Night by Gail Carson Levine 
Two Jewish boys growing up in 1920s New York, playing stickball and--in Dave's case--
getting into trouble. But when their father dies, Dave finds himself separated from his 
older brother and thrust into the cold halls of the the Hebrew Home for Boys. Eager to 
escape the strict rules, constant bullying, and tasteless gruel of the orphanage, Dave 
hops the wall one night to explore the streets of Harlem. 
 
Julia’s Kitchen by Brenda A. Ferber 
While Sitting Shiva for her mother and sister, 11 year old Cara can’t help wondering 
about God’s role in the tragedy. Cara longs for her family and her home, where sweet 
smells filled the house as Cara’s mom filled orders for her catering business, Julia’s 
Kitchen. Then one day a call comes in for a cookie order, and Cara gets a wild idea. 
Maybe by bringing back Julia’s Kitchen, she can find a way to reconnect with 
everything she’s lost.  
 
The Koufax Dilemma by Steven Schnur 
Eleven-year-old Danny is looking forward to pitching his first baseball game of the 
season. He is angry and disappointed when his mother reminds him that the game 
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conflicts with the Passover seder. Danny's struggles with faith, family and team loyalty 
make this novel an appealing account of family caring and compromise, as well as a 
satisfying sports story. 
 
Ghosts and Golems: Haunting Tales of the Supernatural by Malka Penn  
Jewish stories of the supernatural are nothing new. The very first ghost story, in fact, 
appears in the Bible, when Saul asks the Witch of Endor to invoke the spirit of Samuel. 
Ghost and Golems is a collection breaking from tradition - between its covers are 
contemporary tales with twenty-first-century children as the main characters.  
 
The Romance Reader by Pearl Abraham 
As the oldest child of Rebbe (Rabbi) Benjamin, Rachel, 12, is expected to follow the 
traditions of her ultra-Orthodox Chassidic family, and to set a good example for her six 
siblings. She must be modest, chaste, and obedient, even though, she is bursting to 
explore the world of her classmates. This fast-paced, easy-to-read, coming-of-age story 
weaves Chassidic laws and customs into Rachel's first-person narrative. Students will 
sympathize with the girl's struggle to create a meaningful path that differs from that of 
her family and friends.  
 
The Storyteller’s Beads 
Based in fact, this is an original, powerful story of two Ethiopian girls who become 
refugees in the 1980s. A year after her family was killed while she hid in a cave nearby, 
Sahay is routed from her home by her uncle, before enemies arrive to take their land. 
Political events hasten the plans, and Sahay and Rahel are thrown together in a 
Refugee Camp. Then Rahel learns of a plan to go to Israel, and convinces Sahay to 
pretend to be her sister. The story is beautifully told in words and phrases that enhance 
the exotic locale and situation of the two endangered girls, who are richly portrayed.  
 
The Safe Place by Tehila Peterseil 
A touching story about an Israeli girl who has a learning disability. Readers are 
introduced to Kinneret Pfeiffer when she is nine years old. Her parents are well 
intentioned, but are also disappointed with her academic performance. For Kinneret, 
school means fear, frustration, humiliation, and anger. In her anguish, Kinneret fantasizes 
about a big white bird that carries her away when the stress become unbearable until 
she finds a teacher who can help her gain self- esteem.  
 
The Violin Players by Eileen Bluestone Sherman 
When her family moves from New York to Missouri, Melissa, a non-practicing Jew who's 
never thought much about religion, encounters strong anti-Semitism and does not tell 
anyone she is Jewish. When another Jewish student at school is attacked, Melissa 
stands up for him and decides to learn more about her religion.  



 
Pink Slippers, Bat Mitzvah Blues by Ferida Wolff 
Alyssa has become an adult, according to Judaism; since she has completed her Bat 
Mitzvah, she is expected to make her own decisions. And, instead of joining the 
temple's confirmation class, concentrating on schoolwork or socializing with friends, 
Alyssa chooses to pursue her dance lessons. Her priorities shift, however, when her best 
friend Ellen becomes ill, and when Alyssa's Jewish identity becomes more important to 
her. Alyssa realizes that a delicate balance between avocation and responsibility can 
exist if she is strong enough to make difficult decisions.  
 
Hannah’s Journal: The Story of an Immigrant Girl by Marissa Moss 
The story of ten-year-old Hannah, a spunky and self-confident girl in a Lithuanian shtetl 
in 1901. Although Hannah loves her family dearly, she is thrilled when her Uncle Saul 
offers her a ticket to America. While her mother is torn between wanting her only 
daughter to have a better life or keeping her close at hand, a pogrom in the village tilts 
the scale and she is convinced to let Hannah go. In the journal that her father has given 
for her tenth birthday, Hannah chronicles her trip. 
 
The Devil’s Arithmetic  by Jane Yolen 
Hannah, 12, is tired of remembering, and is embarrassed by her grandfather, who rants 
and raves at the mention of the Nazis. Her mother's explanations of how her 
grandparents and great-aunt lost all family and friends during that time have little 
effect. Then, during a Passover Seder, Hannah is chosen to open the door to welcome 
the prophet Elijah. As she does so, she is transported to a village in Poland in the 1940s, 
where everyone thinks that she is Chaya, who has just recovered from a serious illness. 
 
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry  
en-year-old Annemarie Johansen and her best friend Ellen Rosen often think about life 
before the war. But it's now 1943 and their life in Copenhagen is filled with school, food 
shortages, and the Nazi soldiers marching in their town. The Nazi won't stop. The Jews of 
Denmark are being "relocated," so Ellen moves in with the Johansens and pretends to 
be part of the family. Then Annemarie is asked to go on a dangerous mission. Somehow 
she must find the strength and courage to save her best friend's life. There's no turning 
back now.  
 
The Upstairs Room by Johanna Reiss 
When the German army occupied Holland, Annie de Leeuw was eight years old. 
Because she was Jewish, the occupation put her in grave danger - she knew that to 
stay alive she would have to hide. Fortunately, a Gentile family, the Oostervelds, offered 
to help. For two years they hid Annie and her sister, Sini, in the cramped upstairs room of 
their farmhouse.  



 
Daniel’s Story by Carol Matas (Published in conjunction with an Exhibit at the US 
Holocaust Memorial Museam in Washington D.C.) 
Daniel barely remembers leading a normal life before the Nazis came to power in 1933. 
He can still picture once being happy and safe, but memories of those days are fading 
as he and his family face the dangers threatening Jews in Hitler's Germany in the late 
1930s. No longer able to practice their religion, vote, own property, or even work, 
Daniel's family is forced from their home in Frankfurt and sent on a long and dangerous 
journey, first to the Lodz ghetto in Poland, and then to Auschwitz - the Nazi death 
camp. Though many around him lose hope in the face of such terror, Daniel, supported 
by his courageous family, struggles for survival. He finds hope, life, and even love in the 
midst of despair.  
 
Brother’s Divided by Eli Jacobs 
Iranian agents have ignited a major civil war crisis in Israel. The Brothers Division, a top 
secret arm of the Mossad -- the Israel secret service -- enlists the aid of Jon Warren, an 
American reporter with Strong Israel connections to help them defuse the situation. But 
when Jon discovers the truth, the Brothers Division disowns him and the conspirators 
target him for elimination.  
 
Running on Eggs by Anna Levine 
In an atmosphere of suspicion and fear, young Arabs and Jews have lived apart, 
forced to share space on the school bus but having no further contact. Between the 
kibbutz and the Arab village lies an uncultivated tract where Karen's deceased father 
once ran and where Karen now hopes to train for the Galilee Run in hopes of qualifying 
for a 10K race in Spain. A tentative friendship between Yasmine and Karen, brought 
about by the track coach's insistence on having Arab runners as well as Jews on his 
track team. 


