
 

 
 

Fiddler on the Roof (1971- G) 
Adapted from the Tevye the Milkman Stories by Yiddish Author Sholom Aleichem. This 
musical classic features Tevye- a Jewish peasant in pre-revolutionary Russia who deals 
with marrying off three of his daughters while a growing anti-Semitic sentiment threatens 
his village. 
 
The Jazz Singer (1927- Not Rated) 
This movie made film history as the first “Talkie”- using recorded sound within the film. 
Famous performer Al Jolson is the son of a Cantor who must choose between the 
religious traditions of his father or pursue his dream of becoming a Jazz Singer. Deals 
with themes of Assimilation and identity. (Rabbi Lisa’s personal favorite!) 
 
The Producers (1967 PG) 
A Mel  Brooks Classic. Producers Max Bialystock and Leo Bloom make money by 
producing a sure-fire flop- “Springtime for Hitler!” 
 
Chariots of Fire (1981- PG) 
Two British track athletes, one a determined Jew and the other a devout Christian, 
compete in the 1924 Olympics. Deals with issues of race and religion. 
 
School Ties (1992- PG 13) 
Brendan Fraiser plays a Jewish boy at an elite prep school in the 1950's. He must hide his 
religion until a jealous bigot forces it out in the open. Deals with Anti-Semitism  
 
Yentl (1983-PG) 
Musical based on a short story by Isaac Bashevis Singer, Barbara Streisand disguises 
herself as a boy so she is able to study Talmud in the Yeshiva. Deals with gender identity 
and the Jewish American immigrant experience.  

Jewish Movie 
Night 

For Kids and their families 
Parents: Please note ratings and use your 

discretion 



 
An American Tail (1986- G) 
An animated satire of the Jewish American immigrant experience. Fievel is a young 
Russian mouse separated from his parents on the way to America, a land they think is 
without cats. When he arrives alone in the New World, he keeps up hope, searching for 
his family, making new friends, and running and dodging the cats he thought he'd be 
rid off. 
 
The Prince of Egypt (1998- PG) 
Animated story of Moses and the Exodus. Follows the Egyptian prince as he discovers his 
true identity and destiny to be the leader of his people. Great to watch around 
Passover!  
 
The Wedding Singer (1998- PG 13) 
Adam Sandler plays a Wedding Singer stuck in the 1980s when he meets Julia, a girl 
engaged to the wrong guy. A sweet and funny love story with a great Bar Mitzvah 
scene!  
 
Driving Miss Daisy (1989- PG) 
An older Jewish woman and her African-American chauffeur in the American South 
have a relationship that grows and improves over the years. Set in the backdrop of the 
Civil Rights movement.  
 
Oliver! (1968- G)  
Musical adaptation of the Charles Dickken’s novel about an orphan who runs away 
from an orphanage and hooks up with a group of boys trained to be pickpockets by 
an elderly mentor.  
 
Newsies (1992- PG) 
A musical based on the New York City newsboy strike of 1899. When young newspaper 
sellers are exploited beyond reason by their bosses they set out to enact change and 
are met by the ruthlessness of big business. 
 
Keeping Up with the Steins (2006-PG 13)  
A 13-year-old boy uses his upcoming bar mitzvah to reconcile the strained relationship 
between his father and grandfather while his parents plan the most lavish party 
possible.  
 
 
 
 



The Frisco Kid (1979 PG) 
A Polish rabbi wanders through the Old West on his way to lead a synagogue in San 
Francisco. On the way he is nearly burnt at the stake by Indians and almost killed by 
outlaws. 
 
Life is Beautiful (1997 PG 13) 
When an open-minded Jewish librarian and his son become victims of the Holocaust, 
he uses a perfect mixture of will, humor and imagination to protect his son from the 
dangers around their camp. 


